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it left its impression on 

tlonal interests of this sectiun of the 

State.” 

Hillsboro High School 

The following in formation was fur¬ 
nished us by the American History 
Glass of Hillsboro High School: 

Hillsboro iiifco School plays a part 
in the early hLtory of the com- i 
munity. In 1834 Mr. Poage, then 
living in a lug muse standing on 
what is now M;. II W. Harper’s 
farm, gave a piot of ground located 
in the little set* :«ment of Hillsboro, 
for the purpose of building a school 
house. “The Academy” then erected 
was a stone structure, and stood on 
what is now the property of Mr. A, 
C. Stillwell. It is generally thought 
that this school received state aid, 
although this cannot be verified. 

This building was used until the 
early eighties, when because of„the 
large number of outside students 
coming in, a larger building was 
needed. The new frame building 
building was built on the cor¬ 
ner of the two main streets, where 
the new bank building now stands. 

This building vv is used until 1911, 
when condition- again became too 
crowded and the board of education 
faced a new building proposition. 
The present sit.* v is purchased from 
the late Mr. Jam-s K. Bright, and a 
large brick bulg ing was built to be 
used by both high and grade schools. 
This building was thought to be 
large enough to satisfy the needs of 
the community fur many years. 

The growth of the school was so 
great within the next ten years, how¬ 
ever, and the school became so 
crowded that, in 1921-22 it was defi¬ 
nitely decided that some improve¬ 
ment must be made. Accordingly, 
plans were made and in 1924 a new 
graded school building was complet¬ 
ed, which will eatly facilitate the 
progress of eduction in Hillsboro, 
ft has a large autd&orium and several 
large rooms, and the general plan 
is up to date an ■ pproved. 

The school fe j Js the need now of a 
gymnasium, a fid all schools do that 
are without one The “gym” is an 
important factor in the life of any 
school and the students of Hillsboro 
High school are looking forward to 
help from the community and dis¬ 
trict in obtaining one. 

Rural Schools, Little Levels District 

Sunrise School 

The Sunils'* School, located on 



Rural Schools Of Green bank 

District 

Hosterman School 

The old i: Mco- j” School, one and 
one-half miles frum Hosterman, was 
built in 1875 ami was one of the first 
schools in Green 1 ; s.nk District. Oscar 

4 * 

Sharp, as far as ve know, was the 
first teacher, Robert Sutton and 
Amos Gillisple were two of the early 
teachers. 

About 1905 a new building was 
erected near the postofflee at Hester 
man. Alice Lurk was the first 
teacher. Then in 1910 another 
building was erected about a mile 
from Hosterman t> accommodate the 
Back Mount at.i settlement. Ai 
many as 53 pupils have been enrolled 
in these school; in recent years 
Some of the teachers who have taught 
in these schools are: Lee Wooddell 
Miss Emma It >ner, Marie Geiger 
Burner, Bessie vVorkman, Miss Wei 
ford, W R. Sutton, Sflstes Crist and 
Warren McLaughlin. 

Conclusion 

In over a century and a half Poca 
hont&s education has developed 
from the crudest pioneer schools 
taught in log cabins, sometimes by 
teachers who could little more than 
write, to our pesent modern schools. 
They give a striking contrast. 

In the middle eighties there were 
few teachers The salaries paid 
them generally twenty five dollars 
month for a No. i certificate, twenty 
two or twenty-three dollars for a 
No. 2, and br* w en eighteen and 
twenty dollars n r a No. 3. At first 
the teachers, to u tote a local phrase 
“boarded around ’ with the families 
in the neighbor 1 rod and saved the 
expense of board Making allowanc s 
for low prices it i t no wonder that a 
i profession which payed little more 
than a livelihood and would never 
pay for an education attracted so 
few educated people. But in spite 
of the hardships of the pioneer 
teacher, there w ere educated men 
and women who spent their lives 
teaching for th« sake of education; 
or ministers who preached on Sunday 
and taught school during the week. 

If a would-be teacher could prove 
! liis ability to re.d, write and solve 
slmpte arithmetic he was considered 
competent. 

From a school of probably six 
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scribed a^H^carried'apistoUndslept ’ 
terrified that he ^ ed so me- j 

a s»*»ssaw 

S sst ”S 5 f— '*' 1 

anv role in the case. , , 

POLICE ARB 01 V^the greatest 
priority ^.'^ereatwuts of Ellen Snyder 

■ S rA “is girl friend. , 

Miss Snyder 

UOn t S pdh m She was at his house last week 

broke up. 

Police are trying to' Andter.Wh ather 

S.she'Jad anything to do J th 

death but they are concerned about her 
safety. 

I Pniio aren’t sure whether Miss Snyder 
a 5m?th knew each other. There is some 

S3S£ ST <w * “«■ *« 

students at the university. 

In addition , . jSSif 

' Hauer’s home. 

A conservatton oHim J^S^OTrfe^who 

missing student. 

h 2“ hom^M"'""'TES! 

: Smith’s body. 

‘ * ^ 

* * * 


cmith HAD BEEN SHOT twice in the 

^Shama" caliber pistol. Pocahon- 
iea d with a smai cai h S i mm0 ns 

an autopsy. No estimate ot the time 

assssssSt* 

5SNSSSSttjss ■ - 

about them. 

Ed Sweptston of ^^iocated'^e 

body, described Hauer^as q ^ g (eUow 
nered and scho a 5^ Q r ottd, a divi- 

STSrt “ ,e 

explorers) Society. 

Some time inthe past^no^y seemed 

H^uTbegan having difficulty with a 


Hauer became extremely g he 

Hoonn sleeping with his ngm* " 

carried a Pistol wherever he went. 

Otherwise, his life slyleapgdto 

£ 5 SK» SS&' 

food, explored caves and wrote. 

The old-fashioned farm¬ 
house in which he lived is 
filled with books a ; ^ maga¬ 
zines. It contained more than 
100 copies of National Geo¬ 
graphic. Many of them lay ; 

atop a set of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. A large drawing 
i of a cave is tacked above nis 
bed. A chart in the kitchen 
I shows the vitamin content of 
organic food. A bumper stick¬ 
er reads “Love Animals Don t 
Eat Them." Two cats prowl 

about the house. 

* * * 

HAUER WAS regarded by 
some of those who knew him 
as a kind of "hippie. Hewore 
his brown hair long and he had 

a beard. 

Within the last, few years , 
several small communes ot 
voung people have sprung up 
near Watoga State Park. 
There may be as many as a 
dozen ol them, containing a 

few people each. 

Smith’s father, William 
Smith, who was at the scene, 
said at one point that he be¬ 
lieved his son's disappearance 
was somehow linked to resi¬ 
dents of the commune. Police 
said they found no evidence ot 

such a link. 

On at. least two occasions 
during the search, members 
of some of the communes said 
they had visions of where 
Smith's body would be discov¬ 
ered One was a black man 
who said he saw the body in a 
cave with water flowing out ol 
the cave. There was a stream 
emerging from the cave in 
which the body was discov¬ 
ered. Another commune 
member, a young woman who 
described herself as a witch, 
said she had a vision in which 
Smith was murdered. 

Although police discounted 
the stories, they did investi- 


His body, when it was found, 
was partially covered by j 

His bicycle has not been 
found Hauer owned a car and 
a truck. Police said they had 
located both. Hauer was last 
seen Monday. 


{ 


* i 


wr% r |fT[ 



gate others told by longtime 
residents of the area who said 
that ritual bonfires, which 
thev thought were somehow 
involved in witchcraft, had 
been seen burning during the 

past weeks. 

A group of 28 people trom 
Follansbee came to the area 
Thursday to aid in the search. 
Their last sweep was an un¬ 
successful attempt to find ev¬ 
idence of the bonfires 
Although Smith left Watoga 
on a Wednesday, a serious 
search was not started until 
the following Friday. 

People who worked with , 
him said he often took long bi- 
cycle trips. They described i 
him as cooperative and I 

lv but very closemouthed, 

‘‘almost noncommunicative, 


-. * ■ *" w vV-V-y !v 
. u/SY v-" - - * v.v«v-j v»- 



DESCRIBING how he found the 
bodv of the murder victim is ka 

Swepston, a speiunker iom 

Lewisburg. 
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scribed as quiet and mild mannered, so 
terrified that he carried a pistol and slept 
with his lights on? Was witchcraft some¬ 
how involved in the slaying and did mem¬ 
bers of small “hippie” communes that 
have sprung up near the state park played 

anv role in the case? __ .. 

m M - __ ———- - * - " 

POLICE ARE GIVING the greatest 
priority to locating Hauer, or his body, and 
to learn the whereabouts of Ellen Snyder 
of Harrisburg, Pa., his girl friend. 

* 

Miss Snyder and Hauer had had a rela¬ 
tionship for some time and she frequently 
visited him. She was at his house last week 
and the couple reportedly broke up. 


hose 
; dis- 
. Vir- 
sus- 


Police are trying to find her, both at her 
home and in Morgantown. They don’t 
think she Jiad anything to do with Smith’s 

death but they are concerned about her 
safety. 

Police aren’t sure whether Miss Snyder 
and Smith knew each other. There is some 
indication that they did since both were 
students at the university. 

In addition, Hauer worked last summer 
at Watoga as did Smith. Further, Smith of¬ 
ten visited in the area of Hauer's home. 


tvpe- 

3CCU- 

;ated 

mith. 


7:30 
ide a 

J that 
eh he 
testa- 


A conservation officer, R.S. Morris, who 
was one of the first searchers for Smith, 
said he contacted Hauer last week but 
Hauer told him that he knew nothing of the 
missing student. 

Police did not say what lead them to 
Hauer’s home Monday. But they went 
there and found the typewritten statement 
which eventually led to the discovery of 
Smith’s body. 


dicat- 
j sm¬ 
oking 
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SMITH HAD BEEN SHOT twice in the 
head with a small caliber pistol. Pocahon¬ 
tas County Pros. Atty. Eugene Simmons 
said he was hit at close range. The body 
was sent to West Virginia Uijiverrity for 
an autopsy. No estimate of the time of 
death was made. 

Hauer moved here about three years ago 
from Pennsylvania. His consuming nter- 
est. was in the caves that honeycomb the 
region. Reportedly, he was writing a book 

about them. 


Ed Sweptston of Lewisburg, who lead 
the cave exploring team that located the 
body, described’Bauer as quiet, mihi man¬ 
nered and scholarly. Hauer was a fellow 
member of the Greenbrier Grotto, a divi¬ 
sion of the National Speleological (cave 
explorers) Society. 

Some time in the past — nobody seemed 
to know exactly when or exactly why - 
Hauer began having difficulty with a 

neighbor. 



Later, a horse owned by Hauer was 
found beaten to death. Acquaintances said 
Hauer became extremely frightened. He 
began sleeping with his lights on and he 
carried a pistol wherever he went. 

Otherwise, his life style appeared to 
have remained unchanged. He farmed, did 
leatherwork, raised chickens, canned 
food, explored caves and wrote. 


His body, when it was found, 
was partially covered by | 
rocks. 

His bicycle has not been i 
found. Hauer owned a car and 
a truck. Police said they had 
located both. Hauer was last I 
seen Monday. 



The old-fasnioned farm¬ 
house in which he lived is 
filled with books and maga¬ 
zines. It contained more than 
100 copies of National Geo¬ 
graphic. Many of them lay 
atop a set of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. A large drawing 
of a cave is tacked above his 
bed. A chart in the kitchen 
shows the vitamin content of 
organic food. A bumper stick¬ 
er reads “Love Animals Don't. 
Eat Them.’ Two cats prowl 

about the house. 

* * * 

HAUER WAS regarded by 
some of those who knew him 
as a kind of “hippie.*’ He wore 
his brown hair long and he had 
a beard. 

Within the last few years, 
several small communes of 
young people have sprung up 
near Watoga State Park. 
There may be as many as a 
dozen of them, containing a 
few people each. 

Smith's father, William 
Smith, who was at the scene, 
said at one point that he be¬ 
lieved his son s disappearance 
was somehow linked to resi- . 
dents of the commune. Police 
said they found no evidence of 
such a link. 

On at least two occasions 
during the search, members 
of some of the communes said 
they had visions of where 
Smith's body would be discov¬ 
ered. One was a black man 
who said he saw the body in a 
cave with water flowing out of 
the cave. There was a stream 
emerging from the cave in 
which the body was discov¬ 
ered. Another commune 
member, a young woman who 
described herself as a witch, 
said she had a vision in which 
Smith was murdered. 

Although police discounted 
the stories, they did investi- 



DESCRIBING how he found the 
body of the murder victim is Ed 
Swepslon, a speiunker from 
Lewisburg. 


t 



* 


* 


gate others told by longtime 
residents of the area who said 
that ritual bonfires, which 
they thought were somehow 
involved in witchcraft, had 
been seen burning during the 
past weeks. 

A group of 28 people from 
Follansbee came to the area 
Thursday to aid in the search. 
Their last sweep was an un¬ 
successful attempt to find ev¬ 
idence of the bonfires. 

Although Smith left Watoga 
on a Wednesday, a serious 
search was not started until 
the following Friday. 

People who worked with 
him said he often took long bi¬ 
cycle trips. They described 
him as cooperative and friend¬ 
ly but very closemouthed, 
“almost noncommunicative,” 
one said. 
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Walter Smith 


30KO — A cave explorer whose 
1 and testament 1 lead to the d\s- 

the body of a missing West V lr- 
iversity student is the chief sus- 
rie murder. 

»olice Cpl. W.H. Dyer said a type- 
locument found in a house occu- 
Peter Hauer, about 30, indicated 
er had fatally shot Walter Smith, 

dlansbee. 

s body was found at about 7.30 
rinesday, some 200 yards inside a 
iind Hauer’s house. 

did not give details but he said that 
ition in the document - which he 
ed as Hauer's last will and testa 
- lead searchers to the body. 

if # * 

a SAID THE DOCUMENT indicat 
Hauer may have committed sui- 
;arch teams which had been looking 
ith are now trying to find Hauer or 


the son of a Weirton Steel Co. ex- 
nad been missing since June 4. He 
toyed for the summer as a rerrea- 
sndant at nearby Watoga State 


a fellow workers t hat he planned 
iis 10-speed bicycle to Hillsboro, 
home is about five miles west of 
ro near the Pocahontas County 
of Lobelia. 

very of the body ended the main 
f but. it left many questions unan- 

1 

12 them is what has happened to 
md his girl friend, a West Virginia 
sity student? Why was Hauer, de- 


scribed as quiet and mud mannered, » , 

terrified that he earned a pistol and step 
•tin hie licfhts on? Was witchcraft some 

how involved in the slaying and did mem- 

Si ZS£ A p** 

any role in the case? 

POLICE ARE GIVING the greatest 
priority to locating Hauer. or his body, ian 
to learn the whereabouts of Ellen . y 

of Harrisburg, Pa„ his girl tuend. 

• * 

Miss Snvder and Hauer had had a rela¬ 
tionship for some time and she ^equently 
visited him. She was at his house last week 
and the couple reportedly broke up. 

Police are trying to find her both at her 
home and in Morgantown. They don t 
think she Jiad anything to do with Smith s 

death but they are concerned about her 
safety. 

Police aren't sure whether Miss Snyder 
and Smith knew each other. There is Mine 
indication that they did since both were 
students at the university. 

In addition. Hauer worked last summer 
• at Watoga as did Smith. Further, Smith • >t- 
?en visited in the area of Hauer's home. 

A conservation officer, R S. Morris, who 
was one of the first searchers tor Smith, 
said he contacted Hauer last week but 
Hauer told him that he Knew nothing ot th 
missing student. 

i Police did not say what lead them to 
Hauer’s home Monday. But they went 
there and found the typewritten statement 
which eventually led to the discovery ot 

Smith’s body. 

* * * ■ 

. SMITH HAD BEEN SHOT twice in the 
head with a small caliber pistol. Pocahon¬ 
tas County Pros. Atty. Eugene Simmons 
said he was hit at close range. The body 
was sent to West Virginia Un 1 verri v or 
an autopsy. No estimate of the time ol 

death was made. _ 

! Hauer moved here about three years ago 
from Pennsylvania. His consuming mte.- 
e S t was in the caves that honeycomb the 
region Reportedly, he was writing 
about them. 


Ed Sweptston of Lewisburg who lead 
the cave exploring team that'oea 
bodv described Hauer as quiet, m*<dman 
nered and scholarly. Hauer was a fellow 
member of the Greenbrier Grotto, a dm 
sion of the National Speleological (c 
explorers) Society. 

Some time in the past - nobody seemed 
to know exactly when or exactly why 
Hauer began having difficulty with a 

neighbor. 


Later a horse owned by Hauei was 
found beaten to death. Acquaintances said 
Hauer became extremely frightened. He 
began sleeping with his lights on and ne 
carried a pistol wherever he went. 

Otherwise, his life style appeared to 
have remained unchanged. He farmed, did 
leatherwork, raised chickens, canned 
food, explored caves and wrote. 

The old-fashioned farm¬ 
house in which he lived is 
filled with books and maga¬ 
zines. It contained more than 
t 100 copies of National Geo¬ 
graphic. Many of them lay 
atop a set of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. A large drawing 
! of a cave is tacked above his 
bed. A chart in the kitchen 
shows the vitamin content of 
organic food. A bumper stick¬ 
er reads “Love Animals Don’t 
Eat Them.” Two cats prowl 

about the house. 

# * * 

HAUEE WAS regarded by 
some of those who knew him 
| as a kind of “hippie.” He wore 
his brown hair long and he had 
j a beard. 

1 Within the last few years, 
several small communes of 
young people have sprung up 
near Watoga State Park. 
There may be as many as a 
dozen of them, containing a 

few people each. 

Smith’s father, William 
Smith, who was at the scene, 
said at one point that he be¬ 
lieved his son s disappearance 
was somehow linked to resi¬ 
dents of the commune. Police 
said they found no evidence of 
such a link. 

On at. least two occasions 
during the search, members 
of some of the communes said 
they had visions o where 
Smith’s body would be discov- I 
ered. One was a black man 
who said he saw the body i» a 
cave with water flowing out of 
the cave. There was a stream 
emerging from the cave in 
which the body was discov¬ 
ered. Another commune 
member, a young woman who 
described herself as a witch, 
said she had a vision in which 
Smith was murdered. 

Although police discounted 
the stories, they did investi¬ 
gate others told by longtime 
residents of the area who said 
that ritual bonfires, which 
they thought were somehow 
involved in witchcraft, had 
been seen burning during the 
past weeks. 

A group of 28 people from 
Follansbee came to the area 
Thursday to aid in the search. 
Their last sweep was an un¬ 
successful attempt to find ev¬ 
idence of the bonfires. 

Although Smith left Watoga 
on a Wednesday, a serious 
search was not started until 

the following Friday. 

People who worked with 
him said he often took long bi¬ 
cycle trips. They described 
him as cooperative and friend¬ 
ly but very closemou f hed, 
“almost, noncommunicative,” 


His body, when it was found, j j 
was partially covered by 

rocks. ! ‘gap 

His bicycle has not been 
found. Hauer owned a car and 
a truck. Police said they had 
located both, Hauer was last 
seen Monday. 



DESCRIBING how he far 
body ot the murder victim 
Swepston, a speiunker 
Lewisburg. 
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HILLSBORO - A cave explorer whose 
“last, will and testament ’ lead to the dis¬ 
covery of the body of a missing West Vir¬ 
ginia University student is the chief sus¬ 
pect in the murder. 


_i 

scribed as quiet and mild mannered, so 
terrified that he carried a pistol and slept 
with his lights on? Was witchcraft some¬ 
how involved in the slaying and did mem¬ 
bers of small “hippie’' communes that 
have sprung up near the state park played 
any role in the case? 

POLICE ARE GIVING the greatest 
priority to locating Hauer, or his body, and 
to learn the whereabouts of Ellen Snyder 

of Harrisburg, Pa., his girl friend. 

\ 

# 

Miss Snyder and Hauer had had a rela¬ 
tionship for some time and she frequently 
visited him. She was at his house last week 
and the couple reportedly broke up. 

Police are trying to find her, both at her 
home and in ‘Morgantown. They don't 
think she Jiad anything to do with Smith’s 

death but they are concerned about her 
safety. 

Police aren’t sure whether Miss Snyder 
and Smith knew each other. There is some 
indication that they did since both were 
students at the university. 

In addition, Hauer worked last summer 
at Watoga as did Smith. Further, Smith of¬ 
ten visited in the area of Hauer’s home. 


State Police Cpi. W.K. Dyer said a type¬ 
written document found in a house occu¬ 
pied by Peter Hauer, about 30, indicated 
that Hauer had fatally shot Walter Smith, 

18. of Follansbee. 

Smith’s body was found at about 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, some 200 yards inside a 
cave behind Hauer’s house. 

Dyer did not give details but he said that 
information in the document which he 
described as Hauer’s last will and testa¬ 
ment — lead searchers to the body. 

* * * 

DYER SAID THE DOCUMENT indicat¬ 
ed that Hauer may have committed sui- ; 
cide. Search teams which had been looking 
for Smith are now trying to find Hauer or 
his body. 

Smith, the son of a Weirton Steel Co. ex¬ 
ecutive, had been missing since June 4. He 
was employed for the summer as a recrea¬ 
tion attendant at nearby Watoga State 
Park. 

Hh 

He told fellow workers that he planned 
to ride his 10-speed bicycle to Hillsboro. 
Hauer’s home is about five miles west of 
Hillsboro near the Pocahontas County 
hamlet of Lobelia. 

Discovery of tfie body ended the main 
mystery but it left many questions unan¬ 
swered. 

Among them is what has happened to 
Hauer and his girl friend, a West Virginia 
University student? Why was Hauer, d e- 


A conservation officer, R.S. Morris, who 
was one of the first searchers for Smith, 
said he contacted Hauer last week but 
Hauer told him that he knew nothing oi the 
missing student.. 


Police did not say what lead them to 
Hauer s home Monday, But they went 
there and found the typewritten statement 
which eventually led to the discovery of 
Smith’s body. 


SMITH HAD BEEN SHOT twice in the 

head with a small caliber pistol. Pocahon¬ 
tas County Pros. Atty. Eugene Simmons 
said he was hit at c^ose range. The body 
was sent to West Virginia University for 
an autopsy. No estimate of the time of 
death was made. _ 

Hauer moved here about three years ago 
from Pennsylvania. His consuming inter¬ 
est was in the caves that honeycomb the 
region. Reportedly, he was writing a oook 

about them. 

% 

Ed Sweptston of Lewisburg, who lead 
the cave exploring team that located the 
body, described Hauer as quiet, mild man¬ 
nered and scholarly. Hauer was a fellow 
triember of the Greenbrier Grotto, a divi¬ 
sion of the National Speleological (cave 

explorers) Society. 

1 Some time in the past - nobody seemed 
to know exactly when or exactly why — 
Hauer began having difficulty with a 

neighbor. 


Later, a horse owned by Hauer was 
found beaten to death. Acquaintances said 
Hauer became extremely frightened. He 
began sleeping with his lights on and he 
carried a pistol wherever he went. 

Otherwise, his life style appeared to 
have remained unchanged. He farmed, did 
leatherwork, raised chickens, canned 
food, explored caves and wrote. 

The old-fashioned farm- 
: house in which he lived is 
filled with books and maga¬ 
zines. It contained more than 
100 copies of National Geo¬ 
graphic. Many of them lay 
atop a set of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. A large drawing 
I of a cave is tacked above his 
bed. A chart in the kitchen 
! shows the vitamin content of 
organic food. A bumper stick¬ 
er reads “Love Animals Don't 
Eat Them.” Two cats prowl 

about the house. 

* * * 

HAUER WAS regarded by 
some of those who knew him 
as a kind of “hippie." He wore 
| his brown hair long and he had 
. j a beard. 

Within the last few years, 
several small communes of 
young people have sprung up 
near Watoga State Park. 
There may be as many as a 
dozen of them, containing a 
few people each. 

Smith’s father. William 
Smith, who was at the scene, 
said at one point that he be¬ 
lieved his son’s disappearance 
j, was somehow linked to resi¬ 
dents of the commune. Police 
said they found no evidence of 
such a link. 

On at least two occasions 
during the search, members 
of some of the communes said 
they had visions of where 
Smith's body would be discov- 
| ered. One was a black man 
who said he saw the body in a 
cave with water flowing out of 
f the cave. There was a stream 
emerging from the cave in 
which the body was discov¬ 
ered. Another commune 
member, a young woman who 
described herself as a witch, 
said she had a vision in which 
Smith was murdered. 

Although police discounted 
the stories, they did investi¬ 


gate others told by longtime 
residents of the area who said 
that ritual bonfires, which 
they thought were somehow 
involved in witchcraft, had 
been seen burning during the 
past weeks. 

A group of 28 people from 
Follansbee came to the area 
Thursday to aid in the search. 
Their last sweep was an un¬ 
successful attempt to find ev¬ 
idence of the bonfires. 

Although Smith left Watoga I 
on a Wednesday, a serious 
i search was not started until 
the following Friday. j 

People who worked with 
him said he often took long bi¬ 
cycle trips. They described 
him as cooperative and friend¬ 
ly but very closemouihed. 
“almost noncommunicative,” 
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His body, wl 
was partial 
rocks. 

His bicycli 
found. Hauer 
a truck. Polic 
located both, 
seen Monday 



DESCRIBE 

body of the 
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quiet and mild mannered, so 
at he carried a pistol and slept 
<v ts on? Was witchcraft some* 
ed in the slaying and did mem- 
nail “hippie'’ communes that 
ig up near the state park played 

1 the case? 

I ARE GIVING the greatest 
locating Hauer, or his body, and 
ie whereabouts of Ellen Snyder 
urg, Pa., his girl friend. ,j 

4 

fder and Hauer had had a rela¬ 
ir some time and she frequently 
n. She was at his house last week 
>uple reportedly broke up. 

p 

tre trying to find her, both at her 
d in Morgantown. They don’t 
jjad anything to do with Smit h s 

they are concerned about her 

iren’t sure whether Miss Snyder 
i knew each other. There is some 
i that they did since both were 
it the university. 

Ion. Hauer worked last summer 
i as did Smith. Further, Smith of- 
d in the area of Hauer’s home. 

irvationofficer, R.S. Morris, who 
of the first searchers for Smith, 
:ontacted Hauer last week but 
d him that, he knew nothing of the 

itudent. 


did not say what lead them to 
home Monday. But they went 
d found the typewritten statement 
ventually led to the discovery of 

body. 


* * * 


HAD BEEN SHOT twice in the 
a small caliber pistol. Pocahon- 
y Pros. Atty. Eugene Simmons 
as hit at close range. The body 
to West Virginia University for 
No estimate of the time of 
made. 

moved here about three years ago 
msylvania His consuming inter- 
in the caves that honeycomb the 
teportedly, he was writing a book 

em. 


Later, a horse owned by Hauer was 
found beaten to death. Acquaintances said 
Hauer became extremely frightened. He 
began sleeping with his lights on and he 
carried a pistol wherever he went. 

Otherwise, his life si vie appeared to 
have remained unchanged. He farmed, did 
leatherwork, raised chickens, canned 
food, explored caves and wrote. 

The old-fashioned farm¬ 
house in which he lived is j 
filled with books and maga¬ 
zines. It contained more than 
100 copies of National Geo¬ 
graphic. Many of them lay 
atop a set of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. A large drawing 
of a cave is tacked above his 
bed. A chart in the kitchen 
shows the vitamin content of 
organic food. A bumper stick¬ 
er reads “Love Animals Don’t 
Eat Them." Two cats prowl 

about the house. 

* * * 

* 

HAUER WAS regarded by 
some of those who knew him 
as a kind of “hippie." He wore 
his brown hair long and he had 
a beard. 

Within the last few years, 
several small communes of 
young people have sprung up 
hear Watoga State Park. 

There may be as many as a 
dozen of them, containing a 
few people each. 

Smith’s father, William 
Smith, who was at the scene, 
said at one point that he be¬ 
lieved his son’s disappearance 
was somehow linked to resi- . 
dents of the commune. Police 
said they found no evidence of 
such a link. 

On at. least, two occasions 
during the search, members 
of some of the communes said 
they had visions of where 
Smith's body would be discov- | 
ered. One was a black man 
who said he saw the body in a 
cave with water flowing out of 
the cave. There was a stream 
emerging irom the cave in 
which the body was discov¬ 
ered. Another commune 
member, a young woman who 
described herself as a witch, 
said she had a vision in which 
Smith was murdered. 

Although police discounted 
the stories, they did investi¬ 
gate others told by longtime 
residents of the area who said 
that ritual bonfires, which 
they thought were somehow 
involved in witchcraft, had 
been seen burning during the 
past weeks. 

A crrnnn of Zft neonle from 


His body, when it was found, 
was partially covered by 
rocks. 

His bicycle has not been 
found. Hauer owned a car and 
a truck. Police said they had 
located both. Hauer was last 
seen Monday. 
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DESCRIBING how he found the 
body of the murder victim is Ed 
Swepston. a speiunker from 
Lewisburg. 
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MEANWHILE, STATE POLICE said 1 
Ellen Snyder, Hauer’s missing girl friend, | 
has been located in Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
was returning to the Hillsboro area late 
Friday night. Police say she is not under 
suspicion. 

Painter said Smith’s body whe n discov¬ 
ered was nude with the exception of some 
plastic that had been wrapped around it. 

A piece of blanket was wrapped around 

the top of the head. 

Spots of blood were found about the cave 
but it has not been determined where 
Smith was killed. 

State Police Cpl. W. R. Dyer, who is n c- 
lined to downgrade any connection of 
witchcraft with the murder, said he is in¬ 
vestigating a possibility that Smith had , 
fallen in with some cult in the surrounding 

area. 

Smith was acquainted with a woma 
from New Jersey who claimed to be 
witch, state police said. The woman a 3 
her husband and three children were 
Lobelia on Monday and left early Fr 

Painter said a search of Smith’s belong¬ 
ings uncovered correspondence between 
Smith and. the New Jersey woman. The 
woman reportedly came to West Virginia 
to try to buy some property, but left when 
the deal didn’t go through. * 
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HAUER REPORT SDLY was terrified 

by several groups living in hippie-type 

communes \ round Lae area ; / 

H appar nfly. .beg in cairyng a .pistol 
some time«go after hi ..horse was beaten 
to death and four of h i goats weredisem- 

, i p « 

bowled. -._ : _ 


Polio f quoted a im ghborof leaner s that 
there was some kind if ritual nearby at 
12:45 a.m. Monday a* the rising of a new 

moon. 

Neighbors last saw Hauer shortly before 
noon the same dayas he quietly worked in 

^ Those who knew Hauer best continue to 
insist he would be incapable of such viol¬ 
ence as indicated by Smith s death. 

Set Painter quoted neighbors that 
Hauer was sd meek he would seek the help 
of others to dispose of wounded animals. 

CdI Dyer said about 30 Nationa 
Guardsmen, 10 conservation officers ; and 
a group of spelunkers from Lewisbmg are 

boro fin search of some clue to Hauer s 

W The areals dotted with worked out salt¬ 
peter caves that Hauer spent much of his 
time mapping and study mg. 

i — -- 1 — 

By James A. Hill 

Staff U riter 

The note left behind by suspected mur¬ 
derer Peter M. Hauer is causing wide 
speculation about a motive tor the slaying 
of 18-year-old Walter Smith of Follansbee. 

Besides disclosing where the body of the 
West Virginia University student could be 

found, the note said in part: 

“He just came to the wrong place at the 
wrong time . It was my mental condi- 

» m * 

UOn - , ! 
His reference to his mental condition is 

what is intriguing investigators the most 

According to at least one acquaintance 

of Hauers. the native oi Lebanon. Pa.. is 
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> e ter M Hauer lead> 1 
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Outdoor and Environmental Education Center 

pg p a Picture was taken m Lb^ 


known to have been a som eiim ^ 

dering if 

Smith was shot three times m 

neck on or about Juik , Wiloga 

cmith a summer worker at watogd 

<italp Park was seen leaving the park on 

h f bicvcle that day lor a trip to nearby 
Hillsboro search was initiated 

The search intensified as days continued 

to pass without a ,,, th0 doOf ol 

- per ot searchers W \noiKea i. oh elia. 

Hauer's rustic home at nea , 

but Hauer denied any knowledgr 

scores of Natiooal Cuantsmeir sta'e 

ire reinforcements and a 

lunkers. They were 

out saltpeter caves 
I Since it was widely known in 

had been making a study oi the , ■ ■ 

searchers again knoi kal on u 

' When the knock wenl unansw« 

%0 Helmed,atelv spotted the noteon 

ff '^^^HER-mNGS theni^said 

InH(i t t u t ^ ir t* i\\t\ uo\ S3V wherc 

' tended to kill himsel! Itdidnoisav 

or when. „ called in and or 

a Re i n lr^h evenl ,n .he area 
S^un ed equipped' with scuba diving • 
gear, even descended intoMW ^ 
water that covered some of th c 

^°Neiehbors who had grown used to 
faghE weathered home reported «ha. 

d' u as last seen on the morning ol 
1 t,ue ‘ . ; d ., v ^ before the discovery ol 

• • lune 9 U , L davs after Smith disap 
'the note and live nays dun 

^The^murder warrant issued lor Hau^m s 

firtlon °r about June 4. the day ol Hu vk 

1. raises an obvious 
'question. If Hauer did kill Sn J"Vu'nH lhc 

!whv did he wait until Junt . . 1 

note before disanpeanng himsell. 1 d 
been under the influence of a drag during 
:ihe period, suddenly regained his senst. 

'X® Was his suicide threat merely a 
■ ruse to throw investigators oil his rai 
state Police Cpl. Bill l^er IS remetan.! 

to discuss intimate detail • of hi • • 1 
fear ol prompting erroneous and prejuu 

rial conclusions by the publie.t 

“THIS IS ONE OF THE most my 

ing cases 1 have ever had. I yet 
just wish I knew more about this 

looking lor At thi 
know whether he s de 
Dyer says armies 

leads him to 
erage student of 
“Some ol tins 
me.” he says. 

His girl ^ 

22 -year-old stud- 

.11 . «.a . ■ r 




ill 

L .4 * * * 


ou 































































































































































